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Mercedes-Benz UCI Mountain Bike World Cup 
A phenomenal comeback for Vélirium, in partnership with Rocky Mountain 

 
Beaupré, Canada, Monday, August 8, 2022 — This weekend was a success on all counts for Vélirium, in partnership 
with Rocky Mountain, and it was one for the history books too, marking 30 years of UCI events at Mont-Sainte-Anne. 
Everyone was eager for this year’s event—the first since 2019—with an impressive turnout from the crowd to see world-class 
athletes giving it their all on the mountain, including the kind of sporting performance dreams are made of from Canadian 
riders Finn Iles and Jackson Goldstone. There was something for everyone, with the Véli-Kidz presented by Vélo de la Côte 
for kids of all ages, a jam-packed and diverse selection of stands for visitors to explore in the Expo Village, and epic party 
nights as always in the Michelob Ultra Lounge.  
 
“Our whole team was thrilled to roll out the red carpet for the athletes and see so many volunteers, event partners and 
members of the local community turn out to celebrate the return of this major sporting event at the one and only Mont-Sainte-
Anne,” said Marianne Pelchat, executive event producer for organizer Gestev. “It's been three years since our last World Cup, 
and it’s as if we’d never been away. People are still super stoked about mountain biking, and the sport is here to stay!” 
 
Canada goes big in the downhill competition 
The weekend kicked off on Friday evening with the UCI Cross-Country Short Track World Cup and kept the adrenaline 
pumping all weekend long for the spectators who turned out in their thousands. This first event saw Swiss riders take the win 
in both the women’s and men’s races.   
 
The UCI Downhill World Cup is always a big draw, and this year was no exception with tens of thousands of spectators 
flocking to Mont-Sainte-Anne’s iconic track to watch Saturday’s competition. Vélirium fans go wild for the downhill event—and 
even wilder when it’s a Canadian who takes the top spot on the podium! Jackson Goldstone did his country proud, taking the 
win for Canada in the Junior Men category, while fellow Canadian Bodhi Kuhn placed third. In the Junior Women, Canadian 
Gracey Hemstreet took the third spot on the podium. Canada’s Finn Iles rode to victory in the Elite Men category with a 
phenomenal time of 4:11.717, mere hundredths of a second faster than Great Britain’s Laurie Greenland—even after the 
Canadian’s chain came off during his run. It was an emotional moment as the young rider who grew up in Banff secured his 
first-ever World Cup win on home soil. “This is the greatest day of my life!” he said through tears of joy just seconds after 
crossing the finish line.   
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday saw Switzerland dominate the competition in the UCI Cross Country Olympic World Cup events, with Noëlle Buri 
(U23 Women) and Jolanda Neff (Elite Women) proving they had the determination and endurance to take the win in spite of 



the pouring rain that started in the early laps. In the U23 Men category, it was a podium finish for Canada as Carter Woods 
took third place, with three more Canadians making the top ten: Cole Punchard placed sixth, followed by Owen Clark and his 
brother Tyler Clark, coming in eighth and ninth, respectively. In the Elite Men category, it was Frenchman Titouan Carod who 
rode to victory on the legendary Mont-Sainte-Anne track. Congratulations to the athletes for giving it their all and putting on 
such a fabulous show for the crowd! 
 
About Vélirium 
Québec Summer Events Corporation has mandated GESTEV as official event producer for the UCI World Cup stage at Mont-
Sainte-Anne since 1991. Vélirium is an international mountain bike festival that has provided the forum for the UCI World Cup 
and an array of sporting and cultural events for the whole family since 2003. 2022 marks an impressive 30 years of UCI 
mountain bike events at Mont-Sainte-Anne.  
 
About Gestev  
Founded in 1992, Gestev is a dynamic event management company specializing in happenings that make their mark locally 
as well as on the world stage. Gestev leads the way for producing, broadcasting and promoting sporting and cultural events 
to showcase homegrown and international talent throughout the market it serves. As a subsidiary of Québecor Sports and 
Entertainment, it stands alongside the Vidéotron Centre, the Baie de Beauport, the Capitole Theatre, Musicor and the Cabaret 
du Casino de Montréal. Gestev goes above and beyond to deliver quality events with extensive opportunities for convergence 
driven by the strength of the Québecor Group. Red Bull Crashed Ice, Vélirium, the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships, 
the Je Cours Qc running events and the FIS Cross-Country Skiing World Cup events are just some of the major happenings 
organized by Gestev, which also manages its own experiential marketing agency in Quebec City and Montreal. 
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