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It’s a go for the 2019 UCI Mountain Bike World Championships presented by
Mercedes-Benz and 2019 UCI Mountain Bike Masters World Championships!
Mont-Sainte-Anne, August 21 – September 1
Mont-Sainte-Anne, Tuesday, August 20, 2019 – Tomorrow’s the big day! Months of hard work and
preparation have gone into organizing the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships presented by
Mercedes-Benz and the UCI Mountain Bike Masters World Championships, and now the time has come
to kick off twelve jam-packed days of action and competition that promise to draw crowds of thousands
to Mont-Sainte-Anne, Canada.
“At last! It’s been four years since we got confirmation that we would be organizing the UCI World
Championships, so it’s hard to believe it’s all happening now,” said Chantal Lachance, Vice-President of
Production and Marketing for event producer Gestev. “The next twelve days are going to be chock-full
of jaw-dropping sporting action, big thrills and party nights to remember! We can’t wait to roll out the
red carpet for the thousands of visitors we’re expecting to see from near and far.”
Quebec plays host to the cream of mountain bike athletes
More than 700 world-class athletes representing some 56 countries are expected at the UCI Mountain
Bike World Championships presented by Mercedes-Benz this August 28 to September 1. Proudly
representing the host country, there’s a huge delegation of 63 Canadian athletes, 30 of whom are from
the province of Quebec.
The UCI World Championships get underway on Wednesday, August 28 at 12:30 p.m. with the CrossCountry Team Relay. Each nation gets to choose a team of five athletes—three men (Elite, Under 23
and Junior) and two women (Elite and either Under 23 or Junior). Each athlete has to ride one lap of the
cross-country course and the winning team takes home the UCI World Champion title. This year, the
formidable Swiss team will be fighting to keep the coveted rainbow jersey.
Next up after the cross-country team relay event are the first-ever UCI Mountain Bike World
Championships – E-MTB, with the men’s race at 2:15 p.m. paving the way for the women’s start at 4:30
p.m. Flying the E-MTB flag for Canada are two women and nine men, including homegrown riders
Maghalie Rochette from Sainte-Adèle, Yann Gauvin and Mathieu Bélanger-Barrette from the Quebec

City area, and young ripper Félix Longpré from Saint-Ferréol-les-Neiges, right here at the foot of the
mountain. As pioneers in this new discipline, they’ll have their work cut out for them on the challenging
5.6-kilometre course exclusively designed for these UCI Mountain Bike World Championships E-MTB.
The French team has confirmed that legendary cross-country racer Julien Absalon will be competing, so
there should be quite the show in store.
The next day, Thursday, August 29, it’s time for the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships Crosscountry Olympic, with the Women Junior athletes hitting the start line at 1:00 p.m., followed by the
Men Junior at 3:00 p.m. Among the riders to watch is young Canadian Carter Wood (Cumberland, BC),
who’s currently sitting at the top of the UCI rankings in his category. The next riders to charge around
the course will be the Men Under 23 on Friday, August 30, at 3:30 p.m.
Then, it’s going to be a jam-packed Labour Day long weekend for riders and spectators here at MontSainte-Anne! On Saturday, August 31, at 10:00 a.m., it's time for the Cross-country Olympic Women
Under 23 race, when the crowds will be cheering for local favourites Amélie Simard from Beaupré, QC
and Saint-Ferréol-les-Neiges, QC.
Then, at 12:15 p.m., Canadian Champion Emily Batty and her teammates Catharine Pendrel and Haley
Smith will be duking it out for the prestigious rainbow jersey with the likes of UCI World Champion Kate
Courtney (USA) and last year’s MSA World Cup winner Jolanda Neff (SUI). Hot on their heels at 2:45
p.m., the Elite Men get to ride the cross-country race of their lives. Reigning UCI World Champion and
current leader in the UCI World Cup rankings, Switzerland’s Olympic Champion Nino Schurter is looking
in good shape to hold on to his title. On the home front, Léandre Bouchard (Alma, QC), Raphaël Gagné
(Lac-Beauport, QC) and Canadian Champion Peter Disera are just some of the riders who’ll be flying the
flag for Canada at the start line and giving the world’s best a run for their money. Talk about a thrilling
day of competition for the crowd too!
And to top it all off on Sunday, September 1, there’s the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships
Downhill, the cherry on the sundae of these twelve days of MTB competition. A long-standing favourite
for riders on the world tour, the 3-kilometre downhill course at MSA is nothing short of legendary and
always promises to deliver plenty for the crowds to feast their eyes on. First out of the starting gate are
the Junior Women at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Junior Men.
When the Elite Women take to the course at 1:00 p.m., Canadian Champion Vaea Verbeeck (Granby,
QC, now based in North Vancouver, BC) is one to watch, as is her teammate, Quebecer Rachel Pageau.
The coveted rainbow jersey is well and truly up for grabs, with reigning UCI World Champion Rachel
Atherton (GBR) unfortunately not able to defend her title this year due to injury. Who’ll get to take the
title this year? Australia’s Tracey Hannah, currently number one in the Downhill Women Elite UCI
rankings, or France’s Marine Cabirou, winner of the two last UCI World Cups, ranked second and
snapping at her rival’s heels? Watch this space...
Last, but certainly not least, the Elite Men take to the downhill starting gate at 2:00 p.m. All eyes will be
on reigning UCI World Champion and current leader in the UCI World Cup rankings Loïc Bruni (FRA) to
see if he can take the gold at Mont-Sainte-Anne again in a repeat of his 2018 performance. Canadian
Champion Finn Iles (Whistler, BC) and his teammate Mark Wallace (Duncan, BC) are definitely two
Canucks to keep an eye on as well.

One venue, twice the action!
This year, Mont-Sainte-Anne is playing host to not just one, but two sets of UCI World Championships.
Before the world’s top elite mountain bike athletes descend on Mont-Sainte-Anne, nearly 500 riders
from around the globe will be blazing trails for the pros at the UCI Masters World Championships Crosscountry Olympic and Downhill.
Among the registered competitors, there’s a strong contingent of Canadians, representing 299 of the
597 entrants. Still, that means more than half of the athletes competing in the UCI Mountain Bike
Masters World Championships hail from further afield. Most notably, there are 103 entrants from the
United States, 27 from Spain, 19 from Italy, 18 from France, 17 from Brazil, 15 from Argentina, 13 from
the United Kingdom, 13 from Chile, 11 from Colombia, and 9 from Australia. Overall, it’s 35 countries
that will be represented during those races.
Around 40 of the entrants are local to the Quebec City area, with no fewer than 13 from Saint-Ferréolles-Neiges, right at the foot of the mountain. Among them, riding in the 60–64 age group, is Pierre
Harvey, a man who needs no introduction. His son, the famous cross-country skiing Olympian Alex
Harvey, has also confirmed his participation in the 30-34 category. He will start at 8:30 am on Friday
morning. Another notable local entrant is Pierre Éthier, who’ll be celebrating his 70th birthday on race
day, earning him the impressive distinction of being the most senior Canadian athlete to compete in
these Masters.
Thursday, August 22 is race day for the Downhill Masters, while the Cross-Country Masters get
underway on Friday, August 23.
That’s not all mountain bike enthusiasts have to look forward to, because on Saturday, August 24, the
17th annual Vélo Mag Raid will be putting keen amateur riders through their paces with their choice of
15K, 30K, 60K or 80K challenge distances. Youngsters age 2–12 get their own chance to challenge
themselves in the Shimano Véli-Kidz event presented by L&P on Sunday, September 1. There’s still time
to register online at www.msa2019.com or at the mountain on race day.
Much more than “just” a bike event!
There’s much more to these UCI World Championships than “just” the mountain bike competitions!
With live musical performances from artists the likes of Geoffroy, Valaire, Matt Lang and DJ Grandtheft,
there’s plenty of entertainment and party atmosphere to enjoy for keen riders and armchair athletes
alike. Click here for the full program.
Even the littlest groms will be keen to stop by the Véli Décathlon area and try out a balance bike on a
special course set up by sports and leisure retailer Décathlon—all free of charge. Keep your eyes peeled
too, because there’ll be a make-up artist walking around doing face-painting for kids and grown-ups so
everyone can proudly sport their national colours. What’s more, visitors can look forward to discovering
the Expo Village, where they’ll get to meet bike industry insiders, check out all the latest gizmos and
browse more than a hundred team tents and exhibitors’ stands.
With a selection of food trucks including Recette paumée, El Gordito, Crêpe-là and Gusta, there’ll be
plenty of gourmet grab-and-go meal options to tickle every taste bud. Anyone keen to fuel up on coffee

and pastries will also be happy to know that the Bosk Café mobile coffee stand will be onsite serving
goodies throughout the entire event.

About the event
Quebec Summer Events Corporation has mandated Gestev as official event producer for the UCI World
Cup stage at Mont-Sainte-Anne since 1991. 2019 marks a record third time, following 1998 and 2010,
that Gestev has also been chosen to organize the UCI Mountain Bike World Championships at MontSainte-Anne. Vélirium is an international mountain bike festival that has provided the forum for the UCI
World Cup—as well as a multitude of amateur races and sporting and cultural events for the whole
family—since 2003. Vélirium has earned BNQ Level 2 sustainability certification for responsible event
management.

About Quebec Summer Events Corporation
The mission of Quebec Summer Events Corporation (QSEC) is to promote summer sports on home soil
through prestigious international events including the Vélirium UCI Mountain Bike World Cup. In addition
to attracting the world’s top athletes in their discipline, QSEC works hard to support the development of
amateur sport through each of its events.

About Gestev
Founded in 1992, Gestev is a dynamic event management company specializing in happenings that make
their mark locally as well as on the world stage. Over the years, Gestev has raised event management
and production standards by adding a party twist to high-calibre sporting events, including music shows
and live entertainment, while making competitions accessible to all. The Jamboree, Red Bull Crashed Ice,
Vélirium, Ski Tour Canada, FIS Cross-Country World Cup Finals and Transat Québec Saint-Malo are just
a few of the major events organized by Gestev, which also manages the Baie de Beauport recreational
site. Gestev is certified under the BNQ 9700-253 standard for responsible event management.
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